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the name of Edward Robert Lytton, the name his
mother had chosen. I did all I could to prevail upon
his mother to go to the Church with him, but' Gallio
cared for none of these things.' I had the boy's
baptism registered at the Spa Church, Gloucester, by
Mr. Holmes, and there it now is."

Such is Miss Greene's account of the events of
1834, events which could hardly be more vividly
piftured than in her artless narrative. But although
the Story as told by Mary Greene needs neither para-
phrase nor confirmation, its moral may be pointed
and its sequence a little amplified,

It is obvious that the angry incidents of the foreign
tour had definitely unbalanced Rosina's mind. She
had never found it easy to control either her temper or
her self-indulgence; but hitherto ske had sufficiently
loved her husband and believed in the possibility of
achieving with his help the social position she craved,
to submit herself at moments of crisis to his nervous
exigence, and in a rather fitful way to try to Strengthen
the household at its weakeSt points. From the
beginning of 1834, however, her sense of realism
seemed to have vanished. She could Still have
moments of self-debasement when she wrote him long
and often moving letters, begging for forgiveness,
promising amendment, and taking on herself all the
blame for the disasters of the j>aSt. But she was
capable the very next day of writing a letter as bitter
and as insulting as its predecessor had been pathetic;
so that one cannot but regard her as henceforward the
helpless viftim of recurrent moods, a being without
continuity of memory or intention, and as little to be
blamed for fury or insolence as to be praised or believed
in moments of seemingly dignified sincerity.

It is this hopeless irresponsibility of Rosina during
the final Stages of her married life which renders the